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Governor to host first Conference on the Family
Sonya Sawyer
Bison staff writer

Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee's Conference on the
Family, designed to encourage stronger focus on
family and to educate people
about the foundations of a
good family, will be held
tomorrow (Nov. 1) in the
Benson Auditorium. Approximately 1,500 people, from
Harding and churches and
communities nearby, are
expected to attend and hear
the distinguished speakers
who have been selected to
participate.
Although this conference
is not the first of its nature in
Arkansas' history, it is the first
chance Harding has had to
host an event this prestigious.
According to Dr. Bob Reely,
the American Studies Institute
officer coordinating the
conference, teams were sent
out by Govenor Huckabee to
evaluate possible locations for
the event. Originally, more
traditional large event arenas
were looked at, but at the
suggestion of Cindy Stanford,
a Harding alumna and member of the planning team for
the conference, Harding and
Searcy were considered for
the honor. "The team
evaluating Searcy came back
to the selection committee
elated. This is a community
event as well as a Harding
event," Reely said.
"Harding is a good setting
for a conference on the family,
and we're proud to have that
recognized," Reely continued.
This event is an excellent
opportunity for the students to
take advantage of, especially
those who are married or are
planning to marry. The
conference will contain a
session on pre-marriage counseling, as well as a session on
communication in the family,
both of which may be of
interest to young couples. "I
really encourage as many

Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee
will hold the first Conference on the
Family on campus Saturday. The
conference begins at 9 a.m.
students as possible to attend
the conference," he said.
Students are not only
attending the weekend's
sessions; many are volunteering to work. According to
Terry Davis, the director of
student involvement, more
than 100 student volunteers
will be used in many roles to
help the conference go well.
"This is a great opportunity for
students to see the process
of information gathering and
legislation. The values that
the students support are many
of the same values that will
come out of the conference,"
Davis said. Several clubs are
participating as a group to
help the confer-ence run more
smoothly including the SAC,
College Republicans, American Studies Institute, JOY and
Regina.
The excellent selection
of speakers also makes the
conference unique. Dr. Diane
Medved is a clinical psychologist and author of
numerous newspaper articles, magazine articles and
books about marriage, family
and divorce. Michael Medved

has also written books and
articles and is a radio host and
film critic. Gary Smalley,
author of The Blessing and
many other books, is a teacher
and counselor. Wade E. Horn,
Ph.D., is the president of the
National Fatherhood Initiative
and is actively involved in
programs concerning the
welfare of children. Star Parker
founded the N.F.T.A. magazine and acts as a guest radio

host for various programs.
Other presenters are Bill
Gothard, Virgil Gulker, David
L. Levy, Robert Lewis, Dennis
Rainey and Larry waschika.
Booths featuring works
of the published speakers and
pro-family displays will be in
the Mclnteer rotunda and the
student center lobby. The cost
of the conference for Harding
students is $5. Registration
begins at 7:30 a.m.

Sciba reigns over 1997 Homecoming festivities
Shellie Salza
Bison staff writer

A typical Arkansas wet
autumn day wasn't quite so
ordinary for some. Although
the Homecoming game and
half-time festivities were
welcomed by a downpour, it
was certainly a memorable
and fun occasion for the
crowd, Homecoming class
representatives and the queen
nominees.
Shawna Sciba was
crowned the 1997 Homecoming Queen during the
game. "I was surprised at
being both nominated and
chosen," Sciba said. "1 am from
a small town and never
thought 1would be honored in
such a way at college."
Sciba's interest in football
doesn't only come from being
chosen as a Homecoming representative. "Both my brother
and my boyfriend are on the
team, so I am always interested in going to the games
for them," she said.
The rain didn't dampen

the spirits of any of the
representatives on the court.
"We were all joking during the
first half of the game about
having to go out on the field
with umbrellas. we really
thought the rain would stop
by halftime, but having to carry
umbrellas out onto the field
definitely made it a more
memorable experience,"
Sciba said, laughing.
Sciba said that the
friendships among all of the
members of the court also
added fun and excitement to
the day. "It was just fun to be
on the court with my friends,"
she said. "It didn't really matter
who was chosen queen. Just
being nominated was fun
enough."
A December graduate,
Sciba is glad that her final
football season at Harding has
ended with such a highlight.
"Being selected Homecoming
queen was an honor and
definitely a fun way to end
five years of Harding football,"
she said.

1997 Homecoming Queen Shawna Sciba poses with her parents, Ruby and
Richard, after being crowned queen during the halftime festivities. Sciba was
nominated by the football team and selected by popular vote ofthe student body.
Photo by Channing Bradford.

Tuesday in Tempe, Ariz.,
owners of several bookstores were
ordered by the DEA and the federal
government to turn over a list of
names of customers who had purchased a book ttiat contained an outline
on how to grow marijuana plants. In
the same town, nursery owners were
asked for a list of customers who had
purchased certain fertilizers that have
been known to have been used for
marijuana plants.
Now, I've never been a cardcarrying member of the ACLU, but
even 1 think this is a violation of our
first amendment rights. When did we
lose our right to buy books or to
purchase fertilizer? Growing marijuana was not the only topic addressed in the book, and the suspicious fertilizer has also been known
to have been used to make cabbage
grow.
Along with violations of these
basic rights , our right to privacy, or
lack there of, has recently become
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quite a hot topic with me. As 1 am
getting older and beginning to establish good credit while maintaining a
positive reputation, 1 have become
concerned about the ease with which
any person - government or not can access my personal information.
Everyday occurrences that
never make us think twice can be
severely damaging if perceived
wrong. For instance, when was the
last time you had a prescription filled?
If you are using any sort of health
insurance, it is easy to look up your
order. The same goes for your doctor
visit. There are no federal laws that
protect the confidentiality of health
records. Your video rental records
have more protection than those of
your health.
If you spend just one afternoon
in New York City, it is likely that you
will be photographed an average of
20 times by surveillance cameras.
Every time you log onto the Internet,
the sites you visit can track who and
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where you are, along with what you
are looking at and for how long.
This summer, we had inneroffice e-mail at the firm where 1
worked. A fellow intern and I would
exchange messages several times a
day, discussing everything from
where we were going for lunch to
what the person in the cubicle next
to me was wearing to what was
rumored to happen at an unscheduled office meeting. Little did we
know that our employer had full
access to every word we wrote.
1 seriously doubt that our
managing director cared much what
two interns were writing about, but
the point is that every employer has
the privilege to read all messages
that come across an office e-mail
system- private or not.
What can we do about this
privacy crisis? Is it safe for us to
shop from a catalog or to visit a free
health clinic, or will our name be
sold on customer lists and our
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The FAA needs to follow through on responsibility
Melissa Jackson
Bison staff writer

With the fatal crashes of TWA Flight
800, ValuJet Flight 592 and the
experimental plane of John Denver, the
performance of the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) is under scrutiny. Is
flying really safe? Is the FAA doing all it
can to keep passengers from harm? The
answer is a resounding no.
When Congress created the FAA
about 40 years ago, it was assigned the
dual tasks of regulating air safety and
promoting aviation. Last fall, Congress reworded the dual mandate to read
"encourage aviation" instead of"promote,"
but the source of conflict still remains especially involving money.
For example, in 1988, Congress
passed a law mandating that the FAA
improve life vests and flotation devices.
However, the FAA performed cost analyses and found that the cost of improving
life vests was too expensive for airlines,
and therefore, the law never became a
Federal Aviation Regulation, which directly
governs airlines.
In a recent article for Consumers
Digest, former sen. Howard Metzenbaum,
author of the life vest law in the Senate,
said, 'The FAA let down the American
people . How can you justify doing
something like this? They determined a
kid's life is worth one million dollars."
Money and safety collide in another
issue. For years the FAA's own
Aeromedical Institute has known that
restraining infants in car seats while on
airplanes would save many lives. The
National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) even recommends it. However.
infant seats on airplanes still are not
mandatory. Why? Economics. FAA
studies say if this were the law. rather
than buy tickets for infants, people would
drive to their destinations. causing an
even greater amount of traffic fatalities.
Top government officials know of
their agency's conflicting purposes, but
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many simply do not do anything to
improve the situation.
Mary Schiavo. however , did .
Schiavo resigned from her position as
Inspector General of the u.s. Department
of Transportation because of her
disagreement with the conflicting
purposes of the FAA.
Schiavo claims in her book, Flying
Blind, Flying Safe, that the FAA regularly
puts the interest of the airline industry
ahead of safety. Just three months before
the ValuJet crash into the Everglades in
May, 1996, Schiavo had sent investigators
to talk to FAA officials about several
incidents involving the
discount carrier.
Only weeks before
the crash, the FAA field
office recommended
grounding ValuJet. Yet
the day after the disaster.
to boost American confidence in the airline's
safety. then-Secretary of
Transportation Federico
Pena said the airline was
safe. FAA officials later
retracted Pena's statement.
The FAA is slow to react, even
when it knows about a potential safety
problem. In the wake of the ValuJet crash,
airline officials vowed to install smoke
detectors and fire suppression systems in
the cargo holds of all airplanes. However.
the FAA has yet to rule such devices
mandatory. so the airline industry is also
dragging its feet in fulfilling its vow.
With the announcement on Oct. 23
that the FBI is pulling out of the investigation
into the crash of TWA 800, mechanical
difficulties will likely be the culprit of the
crash. If the FAA reacts in a manner
similar to its past. Americans might expect
to know the exact cause of the crash
relatively quickly but should not expect
the FAA to make any changes to its policies
as a result of the crash any time soon.
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medical
information be
used by marketers
and
drug companies? Should
we all have unlisted phone numbers and start to
surf the Net anonymously?
we can cut up our credit cards,
pay cash for everything, refuse to
give anyone our phone number and
cut off our Internet access. Or, we
can learn to live wisely. We can push
for stronger legal protection and
demand that the privacy act be
enforced.
If this doesn't get you anywhere,
start protecting yourself. say no to
telemarketers, have your name
removed from random mailing lists
and divulge your social security
number only under required circumstances. Anything is better than
nothing.
kjg

Is the FAA doing all it can
to

ensure airline safety?

The FAA is too often blamed for unsafe activity
Bison staff writer

The Federal Aviation Association
(FAA) is doing all that it can to ensure
airline flying safety.
The aU-too-familiar axiom stating that
traveling by air is safer than traveling by
automobile on the interstate is true. Media
sensationalism distorts reality, causing
people to question the FAA and casting
doubt as to whether the FAA is doing all
it can to keep the skies safe.
The national media bombards
readers,listeners and viewers with details
of the rare tragic occurrences, such as the
midair explosion last July
17 of TWA Flight 800,
but mentions in passing
- or glosses over completely - reports of the
equally tragic head-on
collision that killed four.
The only difference is
that an auto accident
happens every day in
Anytown, USA, while
only one out of the 1 1 1
million flights from 1987
to 1996 involved an inflight explosion.
A customer's desire to check the
standards of airworthiness and performance, air traffic rules and standards
governing the competence of fliers, or the
operation of Air Traffic Control systems
and supervision of airways (all of which
fall under the jurisdiction of the FAA)
before she buys a ticket does not suggest
paranoia. People have a right to such
information.
The FAA has such confidence in its
standards that it recently built a Web-site
(www.faa.gov) so that users may put to
rest possible fears. Site browsers may
research information on U.s. carriers such
as the number of accidents a certain airline has had in the past 15 years, summaries of civil fines against airlines, recommendations made by the National

Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) to the
FAA regarding certain airplane safety
issues and recent statistics on nearcollisions in midair. A person would have
to question the intelligence of an organization that would post such information
if it really was cause for concern.
The millions of people who fly each
day obviously are not worried. Travelers
rarely purchase flight life insurance-maybe
because the risk of death per boarding
today are less than one in 10 million for
domestic flights . The FAA must be doing
something right because the risks for
commercial flights in other parts of the
world are 1o times higher. A person faces
greater danger standing outside in a
rainstorm than in boarding a plane. The
annual risk of being hit by lightning in the
United States is one in three million
(Encydopedia Americana, 1994).
According to the June 7, 1997, issue
of New SCientist, more airline passengers
die from heart attacks and other in-flight
medical emergencies than in plane
crashes.
The cry that the FAA will not do
anything until people die is misleading. A
Berkeley study entitled ·setting Safety
Standards: Regulation in the Public and
Private Sectors," suggests that the strength
of public organizations is in information
gathering and applied research. The FAA
conducted the study that New Scientist
reported. To combat such emergencies,
the FAA has begun requiring airlines to
carry defibrillators and other emergency
medical supplies. In response to a report
that found aircraft accident rates higher in
11 western mountain states than in the
rest of the country, the FAA has begun a
field study around the Colorado Springs
and surrounding Pikes Peak area. The
FAA has gathered the information, and
they are applying the research.
The FAA is not without flaw. One life
lost is one too many. The FAA recognizes
this fact and is doing all that can be
expected to prevent such loss.

151 7 -Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the church in
Wittenberg, Germany, denouncing the selling of indulgences
and sparking the Protestant Reformation.

1881 -Wyatt Earp and Doc Holliday fought with the Ike Clanton gang in
Tombstone, Ariz., at what is better known as the gunfight at the
OK corral.
1904 -The New York Subway began operations. becoming the first
underwater and underground rail system in the world.

1904 -The St. Louis police were the first to use fingerprints in a criminal
investigation.
1945 - Gimbels Department Store sold the first ball point pens in the
United States for $12.95 each.
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Diary of a pre-teen coward

'{6P~ A/'Jt>ID

Carol Birth
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Bison columnist
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I don't remember much about being 1 1
years old. I can recall fighting on the school
bus, getting paddled for fighting in the band
room, getting a bloody lip from fighting with
a 15-year-old boy. My most lucid memory,
however, comes not from using my fists, but from becoming
desensitized to violence and gore.
Mrs. Miller's sixth period class had collectively aced a spelling
test. As a reward, she offered to show us a movie. David Johnson
put forth the suggestion that, since it was quickly approaching
Halloween, we might see something scary. Allison McDonald
added that the newest Friday the 13th epic was in the local video
store and would be a wonderful treat.
I looked at my favorite teacher in the world, desperately
hoping she would say, "No, children, that kind of movie is too
violent for you." Instead, the Judas-like words that came out of her
mouth sounded like a proverbial death-knell in my ears. "Sure,
why not? Y'all are big kids. I'll even bring some popcorn and
Cokes."
Let's clarify one thing before I go any further: I'm a chicken.
IVe always been a chicken, and in all likelihood, I will be
considered as some form of a chicken until I die. I was deathly
afraid of horror flicks, but there was no way I would have voiced
my concerns and risked certain ridicule from my classmates.
So my options were limited. Unless an appendage was
broken or missing, my mother wouldn't allow me to stay home.
And at that early stage in my life, I hadn't worked all the kinks out
of my (now retired) fake illness routine. Had I chosen that route,
the nurse would have caught me in a lie and sent me back to class
anyway. In the end, I resigned to accept my fate. If my friends saw
me crying into my popcorn, so be it.
The opening scene was of some idiotic college students
traipsing about in a cemetery. It was all harmless until one.
obviously more mentally incapacitated than the others, decided
to revive a corpse. Lo and behold, it was our old buddy Jason. He
was stylishly outfitted in maggot-eaten clothes and that trademark
hockey mask. My popcorn and Coke sat forgotten on my desk as
the music swelled and Jason stalked his prey.
One by one, they all fell. A decapitation here, a knife in the
throat there. It all culminated for me about 15 minutes into the
movie. Looking as evil as only the walking dead can look, Jason
grabbed one of the poor guys by the neck and raised him a good
six inches off of the ground. With his free hand, he then reached
deep into the kid's chest cavity and pulled out his heart. The visual
image coupled with the sound effect was enough to make me
forget all about propriety, social status and even personal pride.
I ran screaming down the hall of Marvell Middle School, glancing
over my shoulder to be sure Hockey-Face wasn't following me.
These days, 1 often recall that experience. Oh, I'm still a
coward. I won't go within a mile of a scary movie. I have learned
to avoid exposing myself to those things that give me nightmares.
At the same time, I realize that guts and gore are a part of our
culture now. To compensate for my lack of nerve, I use my
imagination.
I see a mother helping her child select a Halloween costume.
She smiles indulgently at her towheaded son, "Sure, Billy. You
can be the ghoul with blood and nerves oozing from the gaping
hole where his eye used to be."
I say a gaping hole isn't so bad. But if his head is cracked just
so ... and his brains start to gush from the opening, now that would
really be cool.
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• Halloween is also known as Beggar's Night, All Hallow's Eve and
Trick-or-Treat Night.
• Halloween celebrates an ancient Druid feast of Sacred Fire,
associated with ghosts, witches and spirits. This feast is also
known as the Celtic Peast of the Dead, the Feast of Souls or
Calan Gaeaf.
• Oct. 31 is National Magic Day, celebrating the anniversary of the
great magician Harry Houdini's death in 1926.
Information for /his week in history and conversation stoners iS from Celebrate Today/, Prima PubliShing, 1996.
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Regina honors Bes-~ie Mae Pryor at fiftieth anniversary celebration
Amanda Rush
Bison staff writer

In honor of its fiftieth
anniversary. the Regina
women's social club
celebrated at a reunion
reception during Homecoming weekend.
The reunion was a
great opportunity for old
members to see each other
again, for current members
to see old friends and for
old and new members to
meet and visit. Senior Amy
Cash, vice president of the
club. said, "It was the best
opportunity to meet the
people who made Regina
what it means to me. 1 feel
more connected with the
girls and the club."
More than 200 people
attended the reception,
including five charter members. These five ladies
were the first president,
Mary Catherine Moody; the
first
vice
president.
Veranne Hall Graham; the
first secretary/treasurer, Liz
Russell Sims;
Mary Jo
Lawyer Ross, one of the
first pledges, and Louise
Beamish Shewmaker.
Suzanne Casey, one
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a member in 1973, was
touched by the reunion.
"It's mind-boggling because
1 can't imagine having
friendships for that long.
Seeing these women who
have been friends for so
many years gave me a lot
to think about and a lot to
look forward to," she said.
Fifty years of existence was a good reason
for the reunion. but the real
focus was to honor Bessie
Mae Pryor. a 4G-year club
sponsor. Cash commented on how much of an
encouragement Pryor has
been to the club and how
she really exemplified the
club verse about being a
virtuous woman. "She did
so much to get the club
going, and she is an
incredible example of who
we are. She is one of the
main reasons we are still
here today," Cash said.
casey also commented on the impact that
Pryor has had on Regina.
"She has been a real glue
to the club," she said.
"Almost everyone at the
reunion has her in
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Regina sponsor Suzanne Casey presents a donation to the Pryor's scholarshipfund to Mrs. Pryor, as Susan Carr, Carolyri
Kee and Dr. Jim Carr look on. Regina is celebrating its fiftieth anniversary this year. Photo by Channing Bradford.
common. She has really
brought us together."
Along with the reception and official proclamation. the members of Regina found another way to
honor Pryor. They sent out
notices to all alumni and
asked for contributions to
the Bessie Mae and Joseph
E. Pryor Scholarship Fund.

They presented a S 1 ,000
donation in her honor.
Members plan to
celebrate in more of a
typical club fashion later this
semester. They have
planned a semi-function
complete with lots of
decorations and costumes
and. of course, t-shirts to
commemorate the so years

of the organization.
Being in a club that
has been around for so
years is an honor for the
members. According to
Cash, it gives them a sense
of history and heritage.
FreshmanCourtney Kendall
said, "I feel bonded, not just
with the members now, but
also with past members."

Harding to host IBM computer programming competition
Bison staff writer

Dr. Jack Wood Sears and Dr. Bryce Roberson cut the ribbon at a
dedication of the Biology Department's two new laboratories. The two
labs were dedicated in honor of two former faculty members. Dr. Jack
Wood Sears was honored with a laboratory that will be used to concentrate
on the study of DNA, PCR, tissue culture and protein analysis. Sears
served as department chairman for more than 40 years. The second
laboratory, the George Woodruff Biology Computer Center, will be used
to assist students in scanning items, checking multimedia paraphernalia
and other computer research. Woodruff served as a professor in the
department for more than 30 years. Photo by Channing Bradford.

Harding University is
hosting a regional competition of an international
computer programming
contest this weekend. The
contest, sponsored by the
Association for Computing
Machinery and IBM, is now
in its twenty-second year.
The ACM Mid-Central
Regional Scholastic Programming Contest is one
of many taking place on
campuses throughout the
world. According to an ACM
contest web page, the
mission of the competition
is to give students an opportunity to demonstrate and
sharpen their problemsolving and computing
skills.
Two teams from
Harding will be competing
with teams from Arkansas
Technical University-Russellville, the University of
Central Arkansas and the
University of Mississippi.

These regional teams will
be competing not only
against each other. but also
approximately so other
mid-central region teams.
The top two teams from
the region will have the opportunity to advance to the
international contest in
Atlanta.
Each of the competing
teams will be assigned a
classroom in which to
work. According to the
guidelines, every team is
to be composed of no more
than three members and is
allowed the use of one computer and printer.
The team with the
most problems solved by
the end of the five-hour
period is declared the
winner. If two or more
teams tie, thewinningteam
is the one who took the
shortest amount of time to
complete the problems.
The regional competition on campus was
organized by Dr. Tim Baird

and Dr. Steve Baber, both
members of the computer
science faculty. Baber is
also a member of the midcentral region steering
committee.
The members of
Harding's Team A are
Jonathan Ultis, Gabriel
Foust and David Duke.
Team B is made up of
Karina Lungo, Kevin
Pieckiel and Neil Chilson.
Each team will try to better
Harding's fifth-place finish
last year.
Members of both
teams appear to be ready
for the contest. Pieckiel
said, "I always loved programming. The contest
gives me an excellent opportunity to demonstrate my
skills with my teammates."
During the contest,
each team will try to solve
six identical problems
given to them in a sealed
envelope. The contest
begins at 12:30 p.m.
Saturday.

SEARCY CINEMA 5
www.adgraflx.com/users/ cinemaS
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Boyce Arnett
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Student defies odds and completes Chicago Marathon
Sean Williams
Bison staff writer
If the average college

student tried to run 26 miles
non-stop, the results would
be pretty gruesome. There
would be plenty of gasping
and wheezing along the
way. However. on Oct.
19th. a Harding student
defied all "college kids are
lazy" stereotypes and completed the Chicago Marathon.
Sophomore Laura
Evans, who had never run
more than 12 miles at the
time. completed the marathon in just five hours and
26 minutes. Most people
who train for weeks finish
in around three to three
and a half hours. "Up to
mile number 18. it wasn't
too bad. but after that my
legs started to feel like jello."
Evans said. "I would slow
down and drink water and
walk for a few seconds at
each mile marker. but other
than that I tried to run the
whole time.ft
Before the race. Evans
had very little organized
training. She's not on Harding's track or cross country

teams. Her last running experience was at Muscatine
HighSchool in Iowa, where
she ran for the cross country team two years ago.
Evans had to rely on
her own discipline to get in
shape for this event. She
prepared for the race by
running twice a week for
30 minutes and on Saturdays for longer periods of
time. Each week, she
would add a mile to her
distance. Just before the
race. she had worked her
way up to a 12-mile run.
That means she had to tack
on 14 miles to her longest
run prior to the race. "I knew
it would be hard making
the jump from 12 miles to
26, but I was confident that
I could pull it off," she said.
When asked why she
wanted to be in the race.
Evans said, "My dad and
my friend were going to run
in it, so I thought I would
too. just for the fun of it."
Evans met her father
and their friend in Chicago.
"It was neat getting to run
downtown and going past
the different land marks on
such a pretty day," Evans
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Sophomore Ulura Evans and her sister Barbara Townsend celebrate after
completing the Chicago Marathon. Evans completed the race in just over five
hours. Photo courtesy of Evans.
noted. The race weaved in
and out of the downtown
landmarks, such as the
Sears Tower. the United
Center and Wrigley Field.
Evans said that, at
some points, she never
thought the race would end
and that the five hours
seemed like five years.
"When I firtally saw the finish
line. I couldn't believe it was
finally over and I had made
it. When I crossed the line,
they put a medal around

my neck and took my picture. I was very sore. but
very happy."
Evans doesn't have
any races or marathons
lined up for the near future
but hasn't ruled out any that
may come her way down
the line. Her accomplishment is a good example of
hard work and determination. She knew from the
very beginning that it
wouldn't be easy, but she
never once quit.

English Department adds three new faculty
Hallie Gentry
Bison staff writer

The English Department added some new
faces to their faculty this
fall when they asked Gary
Elliott. Sherry organ and
Brent Rogers to join the
department.
Although Elliott may
look new to the students.
he is certainly not new to
Harding or the English
Department. He moved to
Searcy from Oklahoma so
that he and his two siblings
could attend Harding. He
graduated with a degree in
English. He received his
master's in English from
North Texas State University and his doctorate from
Kansas State.
Elliott is also no stranger to the classroom. He
has taught on the elementary. high school and
college level in many
states, in-cluding Oregon.
California, Texas and

Arkansas. He was the
chairman of the English Department at Harding before
he moved to Oregon to
work for Columbia Christian
College. During the last four
years, Elliott served as the
vice president for advancement. "I have been out of
full-time teaching for the last
six years, and I am glad to
be back in the classroom,"
he said.
organ graduated from
Harding and then received
the master of education
with an emphasis in English. If her name sounds
familiar. that may be
because she is married to
her boss, Dr. Dennis Organ.
chairman of the English
Department. "I worried
about causing the other
faculty trouble, but they
have been accepting and
generous.ft she said.
organ has taught
college English for 13 years;
she even taught at Harding

for two years about 30 years
ago. Her other 11 years of
teaching have been at a
state school, and she says
it is a relief to be at Harding
where she doesn't have to
be careful about expressing
her religious beliefs. "I like
the students here. I enjoy
that 1 can talk about Christianity freely," she said.
Rogers is also a
Harding alumnus, but his
degree from Harding was
in Bible. He later received
his master's from San
Francisco State University
in English. with an emphasis in teaching English as a
second language.
Rogers has used his
degree to teach at a community college in Kurashiki,
Japan. He arrived in Searcy
from Japan less than a week
before this semester began.
He said that, in Japan,
learning English is a hobbie.
All Japanese students must
start learning English in the
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Sherry Organ comments on her lesson
during her advanced composition
class. Organ has enjoyed her return
to the Harding campus. Photo by
Channing Bradford.
seventh grade, but many
parents want their children
to get a head start so
Rogers taught students that
were as young as three
years up to adults who
were in their 70s.
Rogers returned to the
states so that his son and
daughter could attend high
school at Harding Academy, but he plans to return
after they graduate. In the
meantime. he is taking Let's
Start Talking teams to Japan
in the summers.
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Alpha Chi collegiate honor society inducts new members
Amanda Rush
Bison staff writer

Harding's local chapter of Alpha Chi, a national
college honor society, held
fall inductions Sunday, Oct.
26. Sixty-nine students
accepted the invitation to
join. Junior Holly Sawyer
said, "It's a real honor to be
invited because it has such
high standards."
Those invited to join
Alpha Chi are juniors and
seniors in the top 1o
percent of their class. The
specifications for this are
different at every school.
At Harding, juniors must
have 80 semester hours
and a minimum G.P.A. of
3.80, and seniors must
have 140 semester hours
and a minimum G.P.A. of
3.60. Membership benefits
include possible scholarships, the opportunity to
present work at regional
or national conventions,
recognition as a distinguished scholar and the
honor of being a member
of such a prestigious
society.
Alpha
Chi does
several activities and
projects during the year.
Dr. Don England, head
sponsor, said, "It's a
student organization so the
projects we do depend on
what the students want,
but there are a few that
we've done every year."
During the fall semester. Alpha Chi hosts a
graduate panel of faculty
members who have
recently received their

Junior Heidi Neuenschwander lights a candle during Sunday's Alphi Chi
inductions. Students must meet several qualifications before being invited to
join the honor society. Photo by Channing Bradford.
Ph.Ds . "Thegraduatepanel
has been quite helpful to a
lot of students," England
said.
As a spring project,
members of Alpha Chi
select a faculty member
who has really encouraged
them to become scholars.
They present the faculty
member with an award
plaque in chapel.
The biggest activity of
the year is the national
convention held in oddnumbered years, and the
regional convention held
in even-numbered years.
This spring, the regional
convention will be held at
the University of Texas at
Tyler. Harding is one of the
most active chapters in the
region at these conventions . Students use this
opportunity to make presentations of scholarly
activity, including essays,
personal poetry, art, photo-

graphy or drama. Junior
Greg Bales said, ·one of
the best parts about Alpha
Chi is going to the convention and reading for
scholarships."
Alpha Chi began in
1922, first known as The
Scholarship Societies of
Texas. As it spread, it
changed its name to
Scholarship Societies of
the South, then in 1934
adopted the name Alpha
Chi when it decided to
become a national organization. Today, there are
seven regions and more
than 225,000 members.
The national Alpha
Chi headquarters is located
at Harding. Dr. Joseph
Pryor was the original
executive director. After he
retired, Dr. Dennis organ,
chairman of the English
Department and editor of
the Alpha Chi journal, took
over as executive director.
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When something is too extreme for words, it's to the Nth degree.
And that's the level of technology you'll experience at Raytheon.
Raytheon has formed a new technological superpower- together,
Raytheon Electronic Systems, Raytheon E-Systems and Raytheon
Tl Systems are driving technology to the limit. And we're looking
for engineers who want to push the envelope. Break new
ground. Make their mark.
At Raytheon you'll take technology- and your career- to
the highest possible level. You'll take it to the Nth. We'll be
visiting your campus soon. Contact your career placement office
now to schedule an interview, or check out our website at
www.rayjobs.com.

WE'LL BE ON YOUR CAMPUS ON NOVEMBER 12, 1997.
CONTACT YOUR CAREER PLACEMENT OFFICE TODAY TO SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW.

Internet: www.rayjobs .com • E-mail: resume@rayjobs .com
U.S . citizenship may be required . We are an equal opportunity employer.
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Lady Bisons shoot for winning record
Bryan Burleson
Bison staff writer

The Lady Bisons are
ready to kick off the season
in a new building and with
the support of an enthusiastic student body.
Starting the year in the new
Lone Star conference. the
Lady Bisons look to play
tough opponents.
The Lady Bison roster
includes five freshmen:
Kelli Fager, Hannah Fouts,
Stephanie Davis, Jamie
Garner and Krista Anderson; three sophomores:
Rachel Raglin. Jamie Pate
and Mindy Baker; five
juniors: Molly McPherson,
Stephanie Barron, Susan
Reiss, Karie Fouts and
returning starter Emily
Prysock. The lone senior is
returning starter Mandy
Cox.
The Lady Bisons finished
last season 26-4 with a 164 road record and an
undefeated home record of
100. They finished fourth
in the NAIA last year.
~we're really unsure of
what the season holds
because of the new
conference. In the preseason poll, we're picked
to finish second in the north
division of the Lone Star
Conference. We've been
working hard and plan on
continuing the same path
we took last year to
dominate in our region,"
Cox said.
Coach Brad Francis
takes over as head coach
of the rising basketball

team. Francis has brought
a new work ethic to the
program that is sure to bring
excellent results this
season. "They are really
team-oriented, and they like
each other," he said.
The loss of Angie Dugger
and Bridget Benson has left
a large hole to fill. but with

key players in Cox,
McPherson, Raglin and
Prysock, the Lady Bisons
look to have a solid team
this season.
The Lady Bisons open
their season Nov. 14 at
Springfield, Mo. The first
home game is Nov. 20.
when they take on Abilene

Christian University. The
fans will be needed to
support both the men's and
women's basketball programs during the home
opener.
This will be the first time
that they will be playing in
the remodeled Rhodes
Memorial Fieldhouse.

Junior Karie Fouts practices her1 01oot jumper during a Lady Bison basketball practice. The Lady Bisons are faced with
a difficult task of replacing both their star Angie Dugger and head coach Greg Harnden. Photo by Channing Bradford.

Does Christianity stop at the sideline?
Bryan Burleson
Bison staff writer

Witnessing an~A" football
game for club competition
the other night, I was
astonished
by
what
happened. Fighting was
rampant, students were

arguing with other students,
players were getting thrown
out of the games and
cursing was as fluent as in
a Quentin Tarantino film .
I think I'm lost; could you
please point me in the
direction of Harding

NOfiCE
GRADUATING SENIORS!
Let us print your
graduation announcements.
Custom printed with your
name and degree.
Several styles to choose from.
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University, the Christian
school, the one whose
motto is Developing
Christian Servants?
Don't get me wrong; I
love football and sports just
as much as anybody else,
and probaby even more but
what kind of example are
we setting? These two
clubs were at each other's
throats, cursing and fighting
with each other the whole
game- then at the end they
huddled up and said a little
prayer to thank God for the
great game that they were
blessed with. I can't think of
any better way to prepare
myself to talk with my Lord,
can you?
I don't know what other
clubs do off the field; the
only time I see the
personalities of those clubs
is on the playing fields.
What anybody does or says
on the field reflects on the
entire social club.
Intramural games have
not been any better. The
men's intramural director,
Mr. Gowen, has had to
throw more players out of
games this year than ever
before.

I commend the players
out there making fun and
trying to keep the peace
between the clubs. It's
enjoyable when teams play
with discipline and tact. but
it's sickening to see a club
lose composure when the
game isn't going their way
and they resort to name
calling and fighting.
Football and sports will
always be a little rough and
prideful anywhere you go,
but is throwing your
religious beliefs out the
window for a simple game
worth it? You and your club
may win or lose in any of
the sports this year, but the
way I've seen the games
played, it's not getting
anyone closer to God. Isn't
that why we're here?
we seem to forget when
we cross the sidelines that
we're still representing
Harding, our club and we
are still ambassadors of
Christ.
Football is fun to play
and it's great for athletes to
exercise their talent, but is
it necessary to sit Jesus on
the bench while we play
sports?
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Bisons put Homecoming hurt on ECU
Ryan Puckett
Bison staff writer

The day was cold and
dreary. but two hours and
45 minutes after the
opening whistle, the Homecoming game turned out to
be a great one for the Bisons
who beat East Central
University 41-2 1 in front of
a crowd of 6,500 people.
Senior tail back Sedric
McDaniel got the Bisons off
to a great start by taking the
opening kickoff 34 yards to
the 46 yard line. McDaniel
busted loose on a 17-yard
run, taking the Bisons to
ECU's 23 yard line. Three
plays later, sophomore
quarterback Luke Cullins hit
senior fullback Chris Gilliam
on a screen pass that

Gilliam would take 17 yards
for a touchdown, putting
the Bisons up 7-o.
ECU went on a long
grueling drive on their first
possession, covering 70
yards in 1o plays that
produced a touchdown.
But, their extra point
attempt went wide right.
keeping the Bisons ahead
7-6. Then. on the Bisons·
next possession they
covered 74 yards on nine
plays, highlighted by a 3&
yard run by McDaniel and a
19-yardrunbyGilliam. The
Bisons drove to the two
yard line and settled for a
19-yard field goal by
sophomore kicker Jeremy
Thompson.
On · Ecu·s next possession, Harding's defense
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Sponsored by Mazzio's Pizza
Last week's winner: Michael Rhinehart

Welcome, arm-chair
quarterbacks!
This is a chance for you, the Harding
student, to battle wits with The Bison
Sports Editor and be eligible for a free
one-topping jumbo pizza from Mazzio s
Pizza. Cut out the entire entry sheet and
drop it in the Bison Sports Challenge
box at the Campus Mail window before
Friday at 10 p.m. HAVE FUN!

flexed its muscles and
forced ECU into a fourth
and one as senior middle
linebacker Said Perez
tackled the ECU ball carrier
for no gain turning the ball
over to Harding. The next
play, Cullins handed the ball
off to senior tailback Chris
~Tweety" Pierson. who
rumbled for 6 1 yards, giving
the Harding offense a first
down at the ECU 2 1 yard
line. Four p lays later. GJJUam
plowed in for a three-yard
touchdown, making the
score 17-6 in favor of
Harding.
On the Bisons· fourth play
of their fourth possession,
Pierson burst loose again
rumbling 30 yards for a
touchdown. The drive
covered 52 yards on five
plays. Three drives later,
Harding sophomore linebacker Brian
Caffey
recovered a fumble at the
Harding 33 yard line. The
Bison offense moved the
ball 34 yards, highlighted

by a 12-yard run by Pierson
and a 24-yard pass from
Cullins to senior wide
receiver Brian Polk. On
fourthdownand 15,Coach
Randy Tribble dispatched
Thompson and the field
goal team on the field to
attempt a so-yard field goaL
With a 15-mile-per-hour
wind blowing at his back,
Thompson made his
longest field goal of the
season with a few yards
left to spare, sending the
Bisons to the locker room
at halftime with a 27-6lead.
The Bisons started off
the second half the way
they played in the first half
-by gaining 59 yards on 1o
plays on their first drive.
Eight of those 1o plays were
rushes as the offensive line
bullied ECU's defensive line
around. Gilliam capped the
drive off with an eight-yard
touchdown run. increasing
Harding's lead to 34-6.
The Bisons started their
last scoring drive with 12:08

left to play in the game.
They racked up 75 yards
on five plays, with the
highlight of the drive
coming on the second play
of the drive when Pierson
broke loose and rumbled
54 yards to ECU's 12 yard
line. Then, three plays later.
McDaniel scored on a fiveyard touchdown run,
making the score 41-13.
Pierson led the Bisons
with an incredible 193
rushingyardson 17carries.
averaging 1 1. 1 yards per
rush and scoring one
touchdown. Cullins finished the game completing
10 of 15 passes for 129
yards and one touchdown.
The Bison defense was led
in tackles by linebackers
Caffey and Perez, who both
had eight, while senior
linebacker Danny DeArman
had seven tackles.
TheBisonshaveanopen
date and do not play this
week.
They will play
ouachita Baptist on Nov. B.

Bison sophomore quarterback Luke Cullins launches a pass to senior tailback SedrickMcDaniel during the game against
East Central University. Cullins threw for 129 yards completeing 10 of15 passes. Photo by Channing Bradford.
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Youth Basketball Program.
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PAID POSITIONS
Name -----------------------1
I

Phone #

Box _ _

L-------------------~

Need referees for Youth Basketball and
Adult Men's League
For more Information call Brian Smith at
Carmichael Community Center 279-1010.

